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October 27, 2017 
 
Dear Brandt Parents, Guardians, and Friends, 
 
It has been a red week. This week we engaged in many school-wide activities to help us be mindful and proactive on 
keeping our hearts, minds and bodies healthy while simultaneously growing our bravery. We began the week with 
thinking about food choices and what constitutes a healthy choice versus a non-healthy one. Students colored a chart 
on food options and discussed how theses helped or hurt our bodies.  
 
I think that the activity that most excited the students was that on Friday they all came to school dressed as a 
superhero! We had Wonder woman (my favorite!), Superman, Batman, Iron Man and so many others walking our 
halls. We all made our wrap-up pledge to continue to keep our bodies healthy and maintain a school community that 
is bully-free. We know that when children are happy and healthy they flourish at school and beyond. We will remain 
committed to that and continue to encourage the community spirit to grow daily. 
 
We are deep in the happenings of our Scholastic Book fair. All classrooms had the ability to browse, teachers 
created wish list, and children have all been scheduled to shop for book selections that are appealing, engaging and 
just right books. I would encourage you to use the document shared during Parent Teacher Conference with your 
DRA2 data to ensure that the books are indeed “just right” for your child. I am excited to see if we are able to meet 
or exceed our book sale goal. I have made a promise to our Brandt Parent Consortium that I will dress up as Cowgirl 
Rodriguez-Gomez to commemorate that accomplishment. I am super excited to dress up as it will be the 2nd year in 
a row, last year I was Pirate Rodriguez-Gomez. Let’s make it happen!! 
 
I wanted to provide an update regarding our adjustment to our lunch procedures in Grades 1st and 2nd. As you know, 
our main driver was safety and we immediately noticed that the students were calmer, ate slower, and enjoyed recess 
far more than ever before.  The feedback from them included: “I like that there are less kids when we eat”, “I like 
that I can hear my friend talk to me while we eat”, “I like that we have so much space to run during recess”, and “I 
enjoy that I can sit and have some quiet time during recess if I want to”. Their sharing has been positive and they 
have truly understood the purpose of the shift. Please ask them about the lunch/recess moment and I know you will 
be very impressed by their share.  
 
Finally, on Tuesday, October 31st, we will welcome all of our ghouls and goblins to school. We will have a very 
exciting morning as we conduct our annual Halloween Parade. I am super happy to inform that we will be joined by 
the Hoboken High School Marching Band. The parade will begin at 9 am and we will make two loops around the 
block. I want you to have many opportunities for pictures but ask that you not block the walkways. We will have 
approximately 650 students participating in our parade from our youngest 3-year old to our oldest 8 year old. Please 
make sure you speak to teachers regarding confidentiality issues with pictures to be shared via any social media 
platforms, to include Dojo. I know that our parade will be the talk of the town. I do apologize to the school 
neighbors who will likely be awaken by the sound of the marching band BUT this day is for the children and so we 
all celebrate. Thank you for all you do to make our big school feel like a little one!  
 
Remember that a happy child is a learning child! I look forward to seeing you at drop-off, at pick-up and around our 
amazing little town! 
 
 
Principal Rodriguez-Gomez 
 
  


